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An imidazo[4,5-h]isoquinolin-7,9-dione (1) was identified as an adenosine 5'-triphosphate
competitive inhibitor of Ick by high throughput screening. Initial structure—activity relationship
studies identified the dichlorophenyl ring and the imide NH as important pharmacophores. A
binding model was constructed to understand how 1 binds to a related kinase, hck. These results
suggested that removing the gem-dimethyl group and flattening the ring would enhance activity.
This was realized by converting 1 to the imidazo[4,5-h]isoquinolin-9-one (20), resulting in an
18-fold improvement in potency against Ick and a 50-fold increase in potency in a cellular assay.

Introduction

The tyrosine kinase p56'* (Ick) is present in T cells
and is known to be required to initiate the activation
response from the T cell receptor (TCR) intracellular
domain to other signaling proteins.t T cells that lack
Ick are unable to respond to stimulation through the
TCR.23 Transfection of Ick back into these cell lines
restores TCR responsiveness. Similarly, the T cell
response is abolished by transfection of a dominant
negative form of Ick.# Inactivation of the Ick gene in mice
results in impairment of thymocyte development.® These
Ick (-/-) mice have a complete lack of CD4+ cells and
are unable to mount antigen-dependent immune re-
sponses. The conclusion drawn from these studies is
that Ick plays a crucial role in T cell maturation and
antigen-induced T cell activation. Therefore, an inhibitor
of Ick should effectively block T cell function, act as an
immunosuppressive agent, and have potential thera-
peutic utility in treating autoimmune diseases.b

There have been several reports of inhibitors of Ick
kinase. Much of the earlier work was on natural
products including lavendustin A,” piceatannol® and
damnacanthal,® and compounds derived from them, as
well as flavones!® related to the nonselective tyrosine
kinase inhibitor quercetin. Other inhibitors have been
derived from the tyrphostins.’! Subsequently, Myers??
reported a series of quinazolines with Ick activity, and
Hanke et al.’® disclosed the pyrazolopyrimidine PP1,
which has selectivity for the src family of kinases,
including Ick. A related series of compounds have
recently been disclosed by the BASF group.'*15 Kraker
et al.’® have reported on pyrido[2,3-d]pyridine kinase
inhibitors, which have potent activity against Ick.
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Inhibitors of the src family!” and other kinases have
recently been reviewed.'® We now report the results of
our initial studies on inhibitors of Ick, which have led
to a new structural class of kinase inhibitor.

We embarked on a program to find novel inhibitors
of Ick that are potent in cellular assays and have in vivo
activity. A screening program was initiated that identi-
fied the imidazo[4,5-h]isoquinoline-7,9-dione (1) as a hit
structure. This compound was shown to be an adenosine
5'-triphosphate (ATP) competitive inhibitor of Ick, with
1Cs0 = 0.46 uM in a Ick Kinase assay. Compound 1 was
active in a T cell assay of anti-CD3-induced calcium
influx, ECso = 9.7 uM. We carried out structure—activity
relationship (SAR) studies on 1, which identified the
essential elements of the pharmacophore. A binding
model was developed to understand how this compound
interacts with the enzyme. This information was used
to develop a new structural class of Ick inhibitors with
greatly improved activity.

Chemistry

The general route to compound 1 is shown in Scheme
1. Alkylation of dinitrile 2 proceeded well under phase
transfer conditions, to give the geminally dialkylated
product. Sequential reaction with two different alkyl
halides was achieved in one pot to give 3c. As reported,*®
cyclization to the homophthalimide occurred on treat-
ment with 90% H,SO4 for the dimethyl compound 3a.
With larger substituents, the major product isolated was
the anhydride 4b,c, as indicated by IR and the lack of
an NH in the nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR)
spectrum. The anhydrides were stable to aqueous
workup and chromatography and were converted to the
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Scheme 1. Synthesis of
Imidazo[4,5-h]isoquinoline-7,9-diones?

a R3
—_— R4 —» R >
CN CN CN CN
2 3
R3
a R3=R4=Me R
b R3=R4=Et
¢ R3=Me, R*=iBu o 0 o

1 R'=R2=Cl, R®=R*=Me

aReagents: (a) R3l, R*l, BusNBnBr, NaOH; (b) 90% H;SOq,
room temperature; (c) NH4sOH, THF, 65 °C; (d) HNO3, H2SO4, 0
°C; () Hz, Pd/C, MeOH:; (f) Acz0; (g) 90% HNO3, —20 °C; (h) 90%
H,S04, 60 °C; (i) Hz, PtO2, MeOH; (j) ArNCS, EtOAc, room
temperature; (k) DCC, THF, reflux.

imides 3b,c by heating with ammonium hydroxide in
tetrahydrofuran (THF). The nitrogens of the benzimi-
dazole were introduced in a known?° four step sequence
of nitration at C7, reduction, acetylation, and a second
nitration at C8 to give 7. Removal of the acetyl group
was best achieved by brief treatment with concentrated
H,SO4. Hydrogenation of 8 yielded the diamine 9, which
was reacted with substituted phenyl isothiocyanates to
give the corresponding thiourea 10, and cyclized to the
benzimidazole 1 by treatment with DCC. Analogues of
1 were obtained from 9 by the same method. Thiourea
formation worked well for isothiocyanates with electron-
withdrawing groups but was slow when bulky or
electron-donating substituents were present. This ap-
proach was limited to compounds that were geminally
substituted in the homophthalimide ring. Attempts to
carry out the sequence on mono- or unsubstituted
homophthalimides were unsuccessful because of oxida-
tion of the benzylic position during the nitration step.
To investigate the effect of removing the methyl groups
from 1, alternative approaches were needed, as dis-
cussed below.

Scheme 2 summarizes reactions carried out on 1.
Methylation in the presence of base occurs first on the
imide nitrogen, to give 11, accompanied by two di-
methylated products, 12 and 13. The structure of 12 was
confirmed by X-ray crystallography (Figure 1), showing
the methyl groups on the imide and benzimidazole N3
nitrogens. In the crystal, the dichlorophenyl ring adopts
a conformation away from the methyl group (see below).
When 1 was treated with methyl iodide without base,
alkylation on the imide did not occur, and a mixture of
two monomethyl derivatives 14 and 15 was obtained,
resulting from alkylation on one ring nitrogen and the
exocyclic nitrogen, respectively, along with the dimethyl
derivative 16. The site of methylation in 14 and 15 was
determined by a combination of two-dimensional (2D)
NMR experiments including HMBC (heteronuclear
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Scheme 2. Reactions of Compound 12
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Figure 1. X-ray structure of 12 shown in ORTEP representa-
tion. Thermal ellipsoids are drawn at 80% probability.

multiple bond correlation spectroscopy), HMQC (het-
eronuclear multiple quantum correlation spectroscopy),
and NOESY (nuclear Overhauser effect spectroscopy).
No alkylation was observed at the ring nitrogen (N1)
adjacent to the carbonyl, presumably due to steric
hindrance. Initial reduction of the imide with NaBH4
in wet THF took place selectively at the carbonyl
adjacent to the gem-dimethyl group to give the labile
hydroxylactam 17, which was characterized by NMR
including HMBC. Precedence for the regiochemistry of
reduction of cyclic imides at the apparently more
hindered site has been described.?! One explanation
involves the methyl groups blocking the trajectory of
nucleophilic addition to the opposite carbonyl group.
Further reduction of 17 with excess NaBH, in the
presence of trifluoroacetic acid (TFA) produced the
lactam 18, as well as the piperidine 19. Alternatively,
if the reducing agent NaBH(O,CCF3); was generated
in situ prior to addition of the hydroxy lactam substrate,
18 became the exclusive product. With 17 in hand, we
recognized an opportunity to explore compounds lacking



3396 Journal of Medicinal Chemistry, 2002, Vol. 45, No. 16

Scheme 3. Synthesis of Lactam 252
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a Reagents: (a) PhlO, NaOH; (b) HNOg3, H2SO4, 0 °C; (c) Ha,
Pd/C, MeOH; (d) Ac,0, EtsN; (e) 90% HNOs, —20 °C; (f) Fe, HCI,
EtOH; (g) N2H4-H20, 90 °C; (g) ArNCS, EtOAc, room temperature;
(h) DCC, THF, reflux.

the geminal substitution in the homophthalimide ring
of 1, which was particularly exciting in view of the
molecular modeling results (see below). Accordingly, 17,
on treatment with sulfuric acid, underwent a Wagner—
Meerwein rearrangement?? to yield the imidazo[4,5-h]-
isoquinolin-9-one 20, in good yield.

An alternative approach to compounds lacking the
gem-dimethyl substitution was explored with 25, the
unsubstituted analogue of lactam 18 (Scheme 3). This
was prepared from dihydroisoquinolinone 21, obtained
by oxidation of tetrahydroisoquinoline with iodosyl
benzene,? in an analogous manner to the synthesis of
1, again using two successive nitrations to produce 22.
Deprotection of the acetamide proved much more trouble-
some than in the imide series. Treatment of 22 under
acidic, or basic conditions, which were successful for the
deprotection of 7, led to ring opening of the lactam.
Reduction of the nitro group to 23 decreased the
electrophilicity of the lactam carbonyl and suppressed
ring opening, though closure of the acetamide to a
2-methyl benzimidazole was observed as a side reaction.
After some experimentation, heating with hydrazine
was found to be effective in forming the diamine in
modest yield, which was converted directly to the
thiourea 24 before purification and then cyclized to 25
as before.

Initial SAR. Compounds were assayed in an in vitro
assay using recombinant human Ick kinase catalytic
domain with polyGluTyr (4:1) as substrate (Table 1). In
this assay, 1 had an I1Csg of 0.46 uM. Initial studies were
aimed at exploring the SAR of 1 to identify important
pharmacophores and sites to improve activity. Modifica-
tion of the dichlorophenyl ring of 1 showed the impor-
tance of the 2,6-disubstitution pattern. Compounds 26
and 27, with just one ortho chlorine, showed a signifi-
cant decrease in activity. From the high throughput
screen, it was known that the unsubstituted phenyl
analogue was inactive, as was the compound in which
the phenyl ring was replaced by a methyl group (data
not shown). The chlorines could be replaced by methyl
without loss of activity (29 and 30), but smaller groups
such as F (31) and particularly larger ethyl groups (32)
at two and six decreased potency. Substitution with
chlorine at C4 was tolerated, but the tetrachloro deriva-
tive 35 was inactive. In the imide ring, it was found that
methylation of the nitrogen 11 considerably reduced
activity, but removal of one carbonyl to give the lactam
18 retained most of the activity of 1. Removal of the
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Table 1. Enzyme Inhibition and Cellular Data

R R R
N N N
R} H—X DN R BN
R N N H R N H
H | H H
o N

N0 N0 Y
H H H
A B C Y=0
D Y=H,
no. ring R R R* X 1Csp (uM)2 ECsg (uM)P
1 A 2,6-Cl, Me Me NH 0.46 9.7+ 0.7
26 A 2-Cl Me Me NH >40 NT
27 A 24-Cl, Me Me NH >40 NT
28 A 4-Cl Me Me NH >40 NT
29 A 2-Cl,6-Me Me Me NH 0.77 294+09
30 A 2,6-Me; Me Me NH 0.46 46 +0.8
31 A 2,6-F Me Me NH 11 NT
32 A 2,6-Et; Me Me NH >40 NT
33 A 2,4,6-Cls Me Me NH 0.73 43 4+0.8
34 A 2,4,6-Br3 Me Me NH 0.6 73+14
35 A 2356-Cl; Me Me NH >40 NT
36 A 2,6-Cl, Me Me CH; 9.6 NT
15 A 2,6-Cl, Me Me NMe 2.5 NT
14 c 2,6-Cl, Me Me NH 2.5 NT
11 c 2,6-Cl, Me Me NH 9.6 NT
37 A 2,6-Cl, Et Et NH 5.9 NT
38 A 2,6-Cl, Me Bu NH 5.1 NT
18 C 2,6-Cl, Me Me NH 1.1 524+09
25 C 2,6-Cl, H H NH 0.38 1.8+ 0.5
19 D 2,6-Cl, Me Me NH >40 NT
20 B 2,6-Cl; 0.026 0.19 +£ 0.01
39 B 2-Cl 0.15 NT
40 B 2-Cl,6-Me 0.027 0.34 +0.1
41 B 2,4,6-Cls 0.018 0.42 + 0.05
42 B 2,4,6-Brs 0.025 0.61 + 0.03

2 ]Csp values for inhibition of Ick. For active compounds, these
are means of two or more separate determinations, in duplicate.
Variation was generally within +30% of the mean. ? ECs, values
for inhibition of Ca release in Jurkat cells. Values are the means
of two or more separate experiments in duplicate + SD. ¢ See
Scheme 2 for structure; NT means not tested.

second carbonyl, however, resulted in an inactive pi-
peridine analogue. These results suggested that the
imide might be involved in a hydrogen-bonding interac-
tion. Modification of the gem-dimethyl group of 1, to
increase the size of either one (38), or both, methyl
groups (37) again reduced activity about 10-fold. At this
point in our SAR studies, we had a clear picture of the
important features of the molecule, but none of the
changes had led to any improvement in potency. To
understand how the molecule interacts with Ick and to
find ways to enhance binding, we constructed a com-
puter model of the binding site.

Inhibitor Binding Model. At the time this work
was initiated, there was little structural information
available for Ick. However, the three-dimensional (3D)
structure of two homologous src family kinases, c-src24
and hck,?> were known, both of which have a high
degree of identity with Ick in the adenine binding site.
Of the 16 residues that line the ATP site, only one,
which is on the periphery of the binding site, differs
between hck, src, and Ick. Phe340 in hck is Tyr in Ick
and src, but the remaining 14 residues are identical in
all three enzymes. We chose hck as a surrogate for Ick
in our studies since this had been crystallized in
complexes with quercetin and with the ATP analogue,
ADPNP, whereas the c-src structure was determined
as the free enzyme. The initial SAR studies identified
key pharmacophores. The first step in building the
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Table 2. Conformational Search on Phenylamino Imidazoles

R
'N %/:2 8, = N1-C2-N3-C4
[HN o, R" 6,=C2:N3-C4-C5

H e1
R" R" 6, 6> AAE2 R'" R" 61 62 AAE?
Cl CI 0 0,180 58 H H 0O 0,180 0.0

0 90,270 0.0 0 90,270 0.9

180 0,180 55 180 0,180 0.0

180 90, 270 0.0 180 90,270 0.7

H CI 0 0 00 H CI 180 0 6.1
0 90,270 0.7 180 90,270 1.3

0 180 15.0 180 180 0.0

a Energy of each conformer after minimization, expressed in
kcal/mol, relative to the global minimum for each compound.

CI‘

H e2 \>3N o

HCI

M1 8,=0, 6,= 90 M2 e1=180, 8,= 90

Figure 2. Minimum energy conformations of 1.

model was to define the preferred conformation of the
inhibitor. The hydrophobic 2,6-dichlorophenyl moiety
was clearly important. The role of this 2,6-disubstitution
may be to stabilize the bound conformation of the
inhibitor and/or to participate in a specific hydrophobic
interaction with the protein. To evaluate the effect of
the chlorine atoms on the conformation of the aniline
moiety, we studied the conformational profile of the 2,6-
dichloro, 2-chloro, and unsubstituted aniline attached
to imidazole as a model of the tricyclic core of 1,
including the effect of solvation by water (Table 2). The
conformational analysis around the N—Ph bond (6,) was
performed at 30° increments. Both planar conformations
of the amino imidazole bond (6; = 0, 180°) were
analyzed. In each case, the internal energies for the
rotamers were computed with an ab initio quantum
mechanics Hartree—Fock method using a 6-31G** basis
set as implemented in Gaussian94.37 The solvent con-
tribution to the conformational energy was evaluated
by computing the hydration free energy for each rotamer
using a continuum solvation model.2627 The apparent
conformational energy in solution (AEs) was obtained
by adding the internal energy and hydration free energy
contributions for each rotamer (Table 2). Analysis of the
difference in AEs (AAE;) clearly indicates that the 2,6-
disubstituted analogue is more stable at a 90° torsion
angle (6,) relative to the imidazole ring. This is true for
both conformations studied of 6, corresponding to
conformers M1 and M2 (Figure 2). The monochloro
analogue is more stable in the two planar conformations
with the CIl remote from the imidazole. However, the
difference in energy for 8, = 90° is only 0.7 and 1.3 kcal/
mol, respectively. Finally, the unsubstituted analogue
is also more stable in the planar conformations, but the
energy at 6, = 90° is only 0.9 and 0.7 kcal/mol, respec-
tively. These results support the idea that the bound
conformation of 1 has the phenyl ring inclined at 90° to
the imidazole but also suggest that the lack of activity
for the monosubstituted and unsubstituted analogues
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is not entirely due to conformational differences. Both
of these analogues can adopt the out-of-the-plane con-
formation at a low energy cost. Additional contribution
to activity should be expected from a favorable hydro-
phobic effect.

The first step in deriving a model of the binding mode
of 1 was to validate a docking procedure and to select a
suitable force field. Thus, we used the grid-based
program Autodock?82° to perform docking experiments
with quercetin, which had been cocrystallized with
hck.?> We found that the Amber force field,®® with a
6—10 Lennard—Jones potential, gave the best results
with a rms deviation of 0.25 A as compared to the
corresponding X-ray crystal structure. Electrostatic
contributions were computed using Amber and ESP
charges®! for the protein and ligand, respectively.

The importance of the dichlorophenyl moiety also
provided insight into the binding mode for the series.
The structures of all known src family kinases contain
a clearly defined hydrophobic pocket, which is not
occupied by ATP but is occupied by the substituted
phenyl of quercetin in its complex with hck. We antici-
pated that the dichlorophenyl ring would occupy this
pocket. The first docking attempts using 1 did not
produce any ligand orientation with the dichlorophenyl
moiety located inside the pocket. These docking experi-
ments were performed for both conformations of the
amino benzimidazole (91 = 0, 180), and free rotation
around the aniline bond (6). Additional docking experi-
ments, allowing free rotation around 61, yielded some
orientations with the dichlorophenyl moiety inside the
hydrophobic pocket. However, in all cases, 61 adopted
torsion angles close to 90°, which twisted the benzimi-
dazole core out of the plane occupied by ATP, which was
clearly an energetically unfavorable conformation of the
inhibitor. This conformation was also incompatible with
hydrogen bonding to the hinge region, a feature found
in all known kinase—inhibitor complexes. As noted, the
initial SAR indicated that the imide nitrogen might act
as a hydrogen bond donor, but none of the docking
experiments using the whole molecule (1) produced any
ligand orientation with hydrogen bond motifs in agree-
ment with the SAR. This shortcoming could be the
result of intrinsic protein flexibility and/or an induced
fit upon ligand binding. These effects are not usually
taken into account in conventional docking algorithms.
If intrinsic protein flexibility is the issue, a typical
approach is to evaluate possible protein dynamics, for
example, by means of molecular simulations. In this
case, to establish potential H bond interactions, we
applied a molecular decomposition technique. This
method has been used with success in several quantita-
tive SAR studies®? and assumes that the ligand can be
decomposed into moieties with apparent independent
SAR and uncoupled conformational and electronic prop-
erties. The observed SAR, as well as the conformational
studies, suggested that this could be the case in the
current series. Therefore, new docking experiments
were performed using the tricyclic core of 1, with the
dichlorophenyl replaced by a methyl group. Using this
moiety as a hydrogen bond probe, we were able to
identify various intermolecular hydrogen-bonding in-
teractions. The most common patterns observed, which
also gave high docking scores, showed a bidentate H
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Figure 3. Binding mode of imidazoisoquinolindione to hck.
The 2-amino-imidazoquinolindione core is docked into the ATP
site of hck, showing two H bonds to Met341 in the hinge region
(dashed lines), and the location of the hydrophobic pocket.

bond motif with the hinge region of the protein (Figure
3). This binding mode corresponds to one H bond
between the C9 carbonyl oxygen of the ligand and the
backbone NH of Met341 and a second H bond between
the backbone CO of the same residue and the imide NH.
This is an interaction that differs from that seen with
ATP,25 which forms two H bonds, to the NH of Met341
and the CO of Glu339, but is similar to the hydrogen-
bonding pattern observed with certain inhibitors of
CDK2% and FGFR kinase.®*

An important feature of this orientation is that the
exocyclic amine is pointing toward the hydrophobic
pocket. This proposed binding mode of the tricyclic core
allowed us to build in the dichlorophenyl, so that it
occupied the hydrophobic pocket, to generate a prelimi-
nary model for the binding of 1. However, it was found
that both possible low energy conformations of the
exocyclic amine (Figure 2, 6, = 0 or 180°, referred to as
conformers M1 and M2, respectively) could be docked
into the model, and initially, it was uncertain which of
these was correct. Both conformations of 1 were refined
using a combination of molecular dynamics (MD) simu-
lations and energy minimization with an explicit solvent
model. Details of the MD protocol and minimization are
given in the Experimental Section. Figure 4 shows the
difference in orientation of the hydrophobic moiety and
a partial shift of the core relative to the hinge domain.
Both conformations show the two hydrogen bonds
between the imide and the hinge region described above.
Two observations support M2 being the correct con-
former. First, the model suggests the possibility for an
additional hydrogen bond for this conformer between
the exocyclic NH and the side chain oxygen of Thr338.
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HYDROPHOBIC
'KET

Met341

Figure 4. Docking of the two possible conformers of 1, M1
(red) and M2 (magenta), into hck.

Some evidence for this additional interaction can be
obtained from the SAR, since either methylation of the
exocyclic NH to give 15 or replacement of the NH by
CH; (36) causes a 5- and 20-fold decrease in activity,
respectively. Second, methylation of N3 (14) is also
detrimental. This compound would be expected to adopt
the conformation corresponding to M1, due to steric
interactions between the methyl and the phenyl ring.
This conformation is seen in the X-ray structure of 12
(Figure 1), which also has a methyl group at N3.
Because there appears to be room in the binding site to
accommodate a methyl group at this position, this
observation suggests that the methyl group in 14 forces
the molecule to adopt an unfavorable conformation for
binding. Neither 15 or 36 can form the third H bond,
but the loss of activity could also be due to steric bulk
of the N-methyl group in 15 or to conformational
changes in 36, resulting from replacing the sp? N with
sp® C. However, conformational analysis of 36 indicated
that the minimum energy conformation is equivalent
to that of M2, with 6; = 180° and 0, = 90°. This result
suggested that the decreased potency of 36 is not due
to the difference in the conformational profile but to the
loss of an H bond to Thr338.

Although not conclusive, the balance of evidence
favored M2 as the correct binding conformation, and all
subsequent analysis focused on this orientation. A
related binding model has been proposed by the Parke
Davis group?® for another series of kinase inhibitors
containing the 2,6-dichlorophenyl moiety, though in that
series the dichlorophenyl is attached directly to the core.

The SAR involving the phenyl ring is consistent with
the proposed model. The chlorines at both two and six
make specific hydrophobic interactions with Val323,
Leu325, Phe405, and with the hydrophobic portion of
Lys295 (see Figure 5). One of the chlorines is in contact
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Figure 5. Details of the hydrophobic pocket of hck, with 1
bound. Only residues that contact the inhibitor are shown.

with the backbone of residues Lys295 and 11e336. These
structural features explain the size limitations at the
2- and 6-position and particularly why larger groups
such as ethyl (32) decrease potency. It is also clear from
the model that substitution at C3 or C5 of the phenyl
ring, as in 35, will not be tolerated since the hydrogens
at these positions in 1 are already in van der Waals
contact with residues in the hydrophobic pocket. In
addition, the model suggests the possibility of substitu-
tion at C4, which also correlates with the results
obtained for 33 and 34, with similar activity to 1.

The model explains the SAR in the dichlorophenyl
ring, but it also suggests that there are few possibilities
for improving activity by making changes in this region.
However, a more exciting opportunity was apparent in
the imide ring. In the model, the geminal-methyl groups
lie close to the glycine rich loop above the inhibitor and
the adjacent loop of the C-terminal lobe below (Figure
6). Larger substituents cannot be accommodated, as
confirmed by the weaker activity of 37 and 38, but a
substituent in the plane of the molecule would project
out into the unoccupied cleft and might provide an
opportunity to build in additional binding. This observa-
tion led us to design the isoquinolone 20, which would
achieve the desired planarity. We were delighted to find
that 20 showed an 18-fold increase in potency in the
enzyme assay, with an I1Csy of 0.026 uM, and an even
greater gain in cell potency (see below). The discovery
of the isoquinolone confirmed our hypothesis and pro-
vided a new class of kinase inhibitor. Analogues of 20
displayed the same improvement in potency over the
corresponding imide. In this case, the monochloro
analogue 39 had measurable activity but was 8-fold less
potent than 20. SAR of compounds 40—42 paralleled
that of the imide series. The gain in activity of 20 seems
to be due to more than simply removing the methyl
groups. Although we were unable to prepare the un-
substituted analogue of 1, we were able to make this
change in the lactam 25, which had only a modest 3-fold
improvement in activity over its gem-dimethyl analogue
18.

To gain a more detailed understanding of the im-
proved activity of 20, a model of the complex with hck
was constructed. A detailed MD simulation was carried
out for the complexes of both 1 and 20 with hck in water
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Figure 6. Interaction of the gem-dimethyl group of 1 with
the ATP site. Compound 1 (magenta) bound into hck. The
inhibitor and residues that make contact with the gem-
dimethyl group are shown in space-filling representation.

THR339

MET341

Figure 7. Overlay of the binding models of 1 and 20 from
MD simulation. Mean positions of compounds 1 (magenta) and
20 (green). The backbone of the hinge region is shown in the
corresponding color for each model. Dashed lines indicate H
bonds for each model, with lengths in Angstroms.

(see Experimental Section). The overlay of the average
structures of the two complexes is shown in Figure 7.
To understand the possible changes in intermolecular
interaction that could explain the increase in activity
for 20 as compared to 1, the MD profiles for the three
intermolecular hydrogen bonds were analyzed. Table 3
shows the average distances and rms deviations for
these three hydrogen bonds from a 600 ps MD simula-
tion. This reveals that 1 does not maintain three strong
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Table 3. H Bond Distances in Complexes of 1 and 20 with Hck
Thr338

Met341 HO)\
/ 3 a,
H N\Hw a, d; H
N N—Ar
VAN

1\‘0 HN”\<N

N d2
jies)

distance (A) (rms)

angle (deg) (rms)

compd di d ds a az az

1 3.4(0.25) 3.1(0.20) 2.8 (0.10) 140 (11) 156 (11) 164 (8)
20 3.0(0.15) 2.8(0.11) 2.7 (0.10) 147 (10) 162 (10) 131 (9)

intermolecular hydrogen bonds in a concerted manner
with the two acceptors and one donor group in the
protein surface. The bond from the imide NH to Met341
CO in particular was longer (d;) and showed more
variation in distance. From this analysis, it was con-
cluded that the inhibitor could not bind deeply enough
in the hydrophobic pocket to allow optimum hydrogen
bond distances. In contrast, 20 maintains three consis-
tent hydrogen bonds during the time frame of the
simulation. The hydrogen bond between the exocyclic
NH of the inhibitor and the oxygen of Thr338 appears
to be the strongest interaction. However, the average
donor—acceptor angle (131°) is smaller than that of the
other two bonds, which are more nearly linear. Com-
pound 1 also shows a strong hydrogen bond with
Thr338, but the remaining hydrogen bonds are much
weaker than the corresponding interactions observed for
20. From this analysis, we conclude that the gain in
activity of 20 results from the removal of the steric
hindrance from the gem-dimethyl moiety, which in turn
allows the inhibitor to bind closer to the hinge region.
This is indicated by the shorter H bonds but also results
in a better van der Waals interaction between the
inhibitor and the protein, which contributes additional
binding energy.

Cellular Assays. Cellular activity was assessed
using an assay of calcium mobilization in Jurkat cells,
following activation of the cells by cross-linking the TCR
with anti-CD3 antibody. The results for selected com-
pounds are shown in Table 1. Compound 1 has moderate
activity in this assay, but the isoquinolone 20, ECsy =
0.19 uM, is 50 times more potent, an even greater
improvement than that seen in the enzyme assay. The
2-chloro-6-methyl analogue 40 is equally active, but
halogens at C4 of the phenyl are less well-tolerated in
the cell than in the enzyme assay. Compound 20 was
further tested in an IL-2 inhibition assay, also in Jurkat
cells, where it inhibited with ECsp = 1 uM. This assay
uses anti-CD3 antibody in combination with PMA as
stimulus and a buffer containing 10% serum. The
calcium assay does not contain serum, and the decrease
in potency in the IL-2 assay is thought to be due to
protein binding of the inhibitor.

In Vivo Activity. Because 20 showed activity in an
in vitro assay of IL-2 inhibition, the compound was
tested for its ability to inhibit IL-2 production in a
mouse assay, following stimulation of the T cells by
administering anti-CD3 antibody (Figure 8). In 3 out
of 4 experiments, 20 showed significant inhibition of
IL-2 production at a dose of 100 mg/kg ip. The inhibition
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Figure 8. Inhibition of IL-2 production in mice. Data from
four separate experiments. CsA, cyclosporin A; **, p < 0.001;
*, p < 0.01; #, p < 0.05; ns, not significant. Error bars indicate
SEM.

Table 4. Selectivity Profile of Compound 20
1Cs0 (uM)2 or highest 1Cs0 (uM)2 or highest

kinase dose tested kinase dose tested
Lck 0.026 Syk >100
c-src 0.012 EGFR ~100
ZAP70 ~80 p38 no inhibition at
10 ug/mL
PKA no inhibition at Erk no inhibition at
500 uM 100 ug/mL

2 ]n each case, the ATP was less than or equal to the apparent
Km.

was not statistically significant at 30 mg/kg. No inhibi-
tion was seen with oral dosing. This result indicates that
in vivo activity can be achieved with this series of
compounds and provided the impetus for further work
to achieve oral activity.

Selectivity. Selectivity among the many kinases will
be important for developing a therapeutic agent. With
this in mind, we examined the selectivity profile of 20
against a number of other kinases (Table 4). Little, if
any, inhibition was seen with a receptor tyrosine kKinase,
EGFR, the nonreceptor tyrosine kinases ZAP70 and syk,
or with the serine/threonine kinases p38 and Erk.
Inhibition of c-src was comparable to Ick, which is not
surprising in view of the close homology of the binding
sites of the two enzymes noted above. In each case, the
ATP concentration was 1 M, which is below its appar-
ent Ky, (4 and 9.8 uM for Ick and c-src, respectively).
Under these conditions, the relative 1Csy values give a
good indication of selectivity. Src itself has been of
interest as a therapeutic target for both cancer and
osteoporosis.’” From these data, 20 shows an encourag-
ing level of selectivity for the src family over a variety
of other kinases.

Conclusions

This paper highlights the utility of molecular model-
ing in understanding and improving the activity of a
screening hit. This analysis led to a new structural class
of kinase inhibitor, exemplified by 20. Eighteen-fold
increases in potency against the enzyme and 50-fold
increases in cellular potency were realized. The dem-
onstration of in vivo activity highlights the potential of
this series for further optimization. This will be the
subject of future papers.
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Experimental Section

Melting points were determined with an Electrothermal
capillary melting point apparatus or a Fisher-Johns Apparatus
and are uncorrected. Proton NMR (*H NMR) spectra were
recorded on a Bruker Avance 400 or a Bruker AF270 spec-
trometer operating at 400 and 270 MHz, respectively. Chemi-
cal shifts are reported as o values in parts per million, using
the solvent peak as an internal reference. Electron impact
mass spectra (EIMS) were run on a Finnigan SSQ7000
instrument at 70 eV. Chemical ionization mass spectra (CIMS)
were run on the same machine, with NH;3 as reagent gas.
Electrospray mass spectra (ESMS) were run on a MicroMass
Platform LCZ instrument, at a cone voltage of 30 V. Infrared
(FTIR) spectra were recorded on a Nicolet Impact 1000
machine and are of KBr disks. Flash column chromatography
was carried out on silica gel (230—400 mesh). Organic solutions
that had been in contact with water were dried over MgSO,4
or Na,SO,, prior to concentration in a rotary evaporator.
Elemental analyses were performed by QTI-Quantitative
Technologies, Whitehouse, NJ.

2-(2-Cyanophenyl)-2,4-dimethylpentanonitrile (3c). To
a mechanically stirred suspension of 2 (14.2 g, 0.100 mol) and
benzyl tributylammoniun bromide (1.07 g, 3.00 mmol) in 50%
w/w sodium hydroxide solution (70 mL) was added 1-iodo-2-
methyl propane (19.3 g, 0.105 mol). External cooling was used
to maintain a temperature of 20—25 °C. After 2 h, NMR of a
worked-up aliquot showed no 2 remaining. Methyl iodide (7.5
mL, 0.12 mol) was added, and stirring was continued for 22
h. The mixture was poured onto ice, extracted with EtOAc,
and evaporated to give 3c as a red oil. *H NMR (CDClg): ¢
0.76 (3H,d, J =7 Hz), 0.99 (3H, d, J =7 Hz), 1.58—1.64 (1H,
m), 1.96—2.02 (1H, m), 1.98 (3H, s), 2.55 (1H, dd, J = 6 and
14 Hz), 7.45 (1H, t, 3 = 8 Hz), 7.64 (1H, t, I = 8 Hz), 7.75 (1H,
d, J =8 Hz), 7.91 (1H, d, J = 8 Hz).

4-Methyl-4-(2-methylpropyl)-2H,4H-isoquinoline-1,3-
dione (4c). A solution of crude 3c (12.7 g, 60 mmol) in 90%
H,SO, was stirred at room temperature for 64 h and then at
60 °C for 24 h. The cooled solution was poured onto ice and
extracted with EtOAc. The extracts were washed with water
and brine and evaporated. NMR indicated a 5:1 mixture of 5¢c
and 4c. A pure sample of 5¢c was isolated by column chroma-
tography in hexane/EtOAc, 3:1 from a separate run. CIMS:
m/z 233 (MH™). IR: 1750, 1800 cm™1. A stirred solution of the
crude product in THF (100 mL) and NH4;OH (50 mL) was
heated to 65 °C. After 3 h, more NH,OH (50 mL) was added,
and heating was continued for 24 h. The solution was cooled,
and most of the THF was evaporated. An amount of 3 M NaOH
(60 mL) was added, and the resulting solution was decolorized
with charcoal and filtered. The filtrate was neutralized with
solid NH,4CI, extracted with EtOAc, and evaporated to give 4c
(10.4 g, 74%).

4-Methyl-4-(2-methylpropyl)-7-nitro-2H,4H-isoquino-
line-1,3-dione (6c¢). Solid 4c (9.5 g, 41.1 mmol) was added
portionwise to a vigorously stirred mixture of concentrated H-
SO, (50 mL) and concentrated HNO3 (50 mL) at 0—5 °C. After
1 h, the mixture was poured onto ice, filtered, washed well
with water, and dried to give 6c (10.3 g, 90%).

4,4-Dimethyl-7-nitro-2H,4H-isoquinoline-1,3-dione (6a).
Yield, 93%; mp 226—227 °C. 'H NMR (acetone-ds): 6 1.63 (6H,
s), 7.98 (1H, dd J = 5 and 9 Hz), 8.45 (1H, dd J = 2 and 9 Hz),
8.75 (1H, dd J = 2 and 5 Hz), 11.10 (1H, s).

7-Acetamido-4,4-dimethyl-8-nitro-2H,4H-isoquinoline-
1,3-dione (7a). A solution of 6a, prepared as described for 6c,
(2.0 g, 4.5 mmol) in methanol (50 mL) was hydrogenated over
10% Pd/C (30 mg) at 50 psi for 1.5 h. The catalyst was removed
by filtration, and the solvent was removed to give the amine
(0.90 g, 98%). The amine (1.50 g, 7.35 mmol) was stirred in
acetic anhydride (9 mL) at room temperature for 3 h and then
poured on to ice. The precipitate was filtered, washed with
water, and dried to give the acetamide (1.55 g, 86%). The
amide was converted to 7a as previously described;? yield,
80%); mp 267—268 °C. 'H NMR (dimethyl sulfoxide (DMSO)-
de): 0 1.57 (6H, s), 2.04 (3H, s), 7.92 (2H, s), 9.86 (1H, 5), 11.61
(1H, s). CIMS: m/z 291 (MH™).
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7-Amino-4,4-dimethyl-8-nitro-2H,4H-isoquinoline-1,3-
dione (8a). Compound 7a (4.0 g, 13.7 mmol) was added to
90% H,SO,4 and heated at 70 °C for 8 h. The cooled mixture
was poured onto ice. The precipitate was collected, dissolved
in EtOAc, washed with water, dried, and evaporated to give
8a (3.38 g, 99%); mp 259—-263 °C. *H NMR (CDCls): ¢ 1.28
(6H, s), 4.87 (2H, br), 6.96 (1H, d, J =9 Hz), 7.06 (1H,d, J =
9 Hz), 10.05 (1H, s). CIMS: m/z 250 (MH").

7,8-Diamino-4,4-dimethyl-2H,4H-isoquinoline-1,3-di-
one (9a). A solution of 8a (1.5 g, 6.0 mmol) in methanol (50
mL) was hydrogenated over platinum oxide (30 mg) at 50 psi
for 1.25 h. The mixture was filtered through Celite and
evaporated to provide 9a (1.31 g, 100%). *H NMR (CDClg): ¢
1.58 (6H, s), 3.34 (2H, br), 6.12 (2H, br), 6.66 (1H,d, J =9
Hz), 6.91 (1H, d, J = 9 Hz), 8.25 (1H, s). CIMS: m/z 220 (MH™).

1-(8-Amino-4,4-dimethyl-1,3-dioxo-1,2,3,4-tetrahydroiso-
quinolin-7-yl)-3-(2,6-dichlorophenyl)thiourea (10a). 2,6-
Dichlorophenylisothiocyanate (1.16 g, 5.7 mmol) was added to
a suspension of 9a (1.31 g, 6.0 mmol) in EtOAc (40 mL), and
the mixture was stirred overnight. The solid was filtered and
dried to yield the thiourea (1.55 g, 61%); mp > 300 °C. 'H NMR
(MeOH-d,): 6 1.62 (6H, s), 6.86 (1H, d, J =8 Hz), 7.34 (1H, t,
J = 8 Hz), 7.45 (1H, d, J = 8 Hz), 7.49 (2H, d, J = 8 Hz).
CIMS: m/z 423, 425 (MH™).

2-(2,6-Dichlorophenylamino)-6,6-dimethyl-1H,6H-imi-
dazo[4,5-h]isoquinoline-7,9-dione (1). A solution of thio-
urea 10 (2.23 g, 5.28 mmol) in THF (50 mL) and dicyclohex-
ylcarbodiimide (1.11 g, 5.4 mmol) was heated under reflux with
stirring for 4 h. The cooled solution was stirred overnight and
filtered, and the crystals were washed with CHCI; to give 1
(1.20 g). The filtrate was evaporated and triturated with CH,-
Cl to give more product (0.7 g, 93% combined yield); mp 290—
292 °C. 'H NMR (DMSO-dg): 0 1.55 (6H, s), 7.24 (1H, d, J =
8 Hz), 7.36 (1H, t, J =8 Hz), 7.51 (1H, d, 3 = 8 Hz), 7.59 (2H,
d, J =8 Hz), 8.47 (1H,s), 11.34 (1H, s). EIMS: m/z 388, 390
(M+) Anal. (ClgH14C|2N402) C, H, N.

2-(2-Chlorophenylamino)-6,6-dimethyl-1H,6H-imidazo-
[4,5-h]isoquinoline-7,9-dione (26). Yield, 93%; mp > 300 °C.
1H NMR (DMSO-dg): 6 1.57 (6H, s), 7.01 (1H, ddd, J =1, 8
and 8 Hz), 7.34 (1H, d, 3 = 8 Hz), 7.40 (1H, ddd, J = 1, 8 and
8 Hz), 7.49 (1H, dd, J = 1 and 8 Hz), 7.75 (1H, d, J = 8 Hz),
8.93 (1H, dd, J =1 and 8 Hz), 9.12 (1H, s), 11.37 (1H, s), 12.02
(1H, S). CIMS: m/z 355, 357 (M+) Anal. (C18H15C|N402) C,H,
N

2-(4-Chlorophenylamino)-6,6-dimethyl-1H,6H-imidazo-
[4,5-h]isoquinoline-7,9-dione (28). Yield, 86%; mp > 300 °C.
IH NMR (DMSO-dg): ¢ 1.57 (6H, s), 7.32 (1H, d, J = 8 Hz),
7.40 (2H, dd, 3 = 2 and 7 Hz), 7.71 (1H, d, J = 8 Hz), 7.81
(2H, dd, J = 2 and 7 Hz), 9.39 (1H, s), 11.21 (1H, s), 11.37
(1H, s). CIMS: m/z 355, 357 (M™"). Anal. (C1gH15sCIN4O>) C, H,
N

2-(2-Chloro-6-methylphenylamino)-6,6-dimethyl-1H,6H-
imidazo[4,5-h]isoquinoline-7,9-dione (29). mp > 300 °C.
'H NMR (DMSO-dg): 6 1.54 (6H, s), 2.28 (3H, s), 7.22 (1H, d,
J=8Hz),7.23(1H, t,J =7 Hz), 7.29 (1H, d, J = 7 Hz), 7.40
(AH, d, 3 =7 Hz), 7.48 (1H, d, J = 8 Hz), 8.28 (1H,s), 11.31
(1H, s), 11.33 (1H, s). CIMS: m/z 369 (MH™). Anal. (CioH17-
CIN4O2:1.1H,0) C, H, N.
2-(2,6-Dimethylphenylamino)-6,6-dimethyl-1H,6H-imi-
dazo[4,5-h]isoquinoline-7,9-dione (30). Yield, 81%; mp >
300 °C. *H NMR (DMSO-dg): 6 1.54 (6H, s), 2.22 (6H, s), 7.11—
7.12 (3H, m), 7.19 (1H, d, 3 = 8 Hz), 7.43 (1H, d, J = 8 Hz),
8.04 (1H, s), 11.16 (1H, s) 11.31 (1H, s). CIMS: m/z 349 (M™).
Anal. (C20H20C|N402'0.3H20) C, H, N.
2-(2,4,6-Trichlorophenylamino)-6,6-dimethyl-1H,6H-
imidazo[4,5-h]isoquinoline-7,9-dione (33). mp > 275 °C.
'H NMR (DMSO-dg, 115 °C): 0 1.58 (6H, s), 7.21 (1H,d, J =
8 Hz), 7.45 (1H, d, 3 = 8 Hz), 8.5—9 (1H, v. br), 10.5—11 (2H,
v. br). CIMS: m/z 423, 425, 427 (MH™). Anal. (C1sH13CI3N4O2)
C, H, N.
2-(2,6-Dichlorophenylamino)-6,6,8-trimethyl-1H,6H-
imidazo[4,5-h]isoquinoline-7,9-dione (11). To a stirred
solution of 1 (100 mg, 0.257 mmol) in DMSO (1 mL) was added
a 1 M solution of sodium hexamethyldisilazide in THF (0.28



3402 Journal of Medicinal Chemistry, 2002, Vol. 45, No. 16

mL, 0.28 mmol). After it was stirred at room temperature for
20 min, methyl iodide (20 «L, 0.30 mmol) was added, and
stirring was continued for 1 h. The solution was diluted with
water and extracted with CH,Cl,. Flash chromatography in
CH_.CIl,/MeOH (99:1) gave 11 (31 mg) as the second eluted
component. Crystallization from CH,CI, containing a little
MeOH, by slow evaporation, yielded pure 11 (20 mg, 19%);
mp 287—290 °C. 'H NMR (DMSO-de): 6 1.58 (6H, s), 3.28 (3H,
s), 7.24 (1H, d, J = 8 Hz), 7.36 (1H, t, 3 = 8 Hz), 7.51 (1H, d,
J =8Hgz), 758 (2H, d, J = 8 Hz), 8.46 (1H, s), 11.44 (1H, s).
CIMS: m/z 403 (MH™"). Anal. (C1sH16CI.N4O>) C, H, N.
2-(2,6-Dichlorophenylamino)-3,6,6,8-tetramethyl-3H,6H-
imidazo[4,5-h]isoquinoline-7,9-dione (12) and 2-(N-2,6-
Dichlorophenyl-N-methylamino)-6,6,8-trimethyl-1H,6H-
imidazo[4,5-h]lisoquinoline-7,9-dione (13). Compounds 12
and 13 were acquired following the procedure described for
11 but using sodium hydride (17 mg, 0.39 mmol) and methyl
iodide (32 uL, 0.51 mmol). Flash chromatography in CH,Cly/
MeOH (99:1) gave 12 (52 mg) as the first eluted component
and 13 (23 mg) as the second eluted component. Compound
12 was further purified by chromatography in CH,CI,/EtOACc
(95:5) and crystallization from EtOAc/hexane; yield, 24 mg;
mp 235—237 °C. 'H NMR (CDCl3): ¢ 1.63 (6H, s), 3.31 (3H,
s), 3.61 (3H, s), 6.98 (1H, t, I = 8 Hz), 7.13 (1H, d, I = 8 Hz),
7.17 (1H, d, 3 =8 Hz), 7.37 (2H, d, J = 8 Hz), 8.8—9.1 (1H, v.
br). CIMS: m/z 417 (MH*). Anal. (C2H1sCI:N.O,) C, H, N.

Compound 13 had mp 228—233 °C. *H NMR (CDCls): 6 1.67
(6H, s), 3.34 (3H, s), 3.61 (3H, s), 7.25 (1H, d, J =8 Hz), 7.41
(1H, t, J = 8 Hz), 7.55 (2H, d, J = 8 Hz), 7.81 (1H, d, J =8
Hz), 9.40 (1H, br). EIMS: m/z 416 (M").

2-(2,6-Dichlorophenylamino)-3,6,6-trimethyl-1H,6H-
imidazo[4,5-h]lisoquinoline-7,9-dione (14), 2-(2,6-Dichlo-
rophenylmethylamino)-6,6-dimethyl-1H,6H-imidazo[4,5-
hlisoquinoline-7,9-dione (15), and 2-(2,6-Dichlorophenyl-
methylamino)-3,6,6-trimethyl-1H,6H-imidazo[4,5-h]iso-
quinoline-7,9-dione (16). To a stirred solution of 1 (550 mg,
1.41 mmol) in dry dimethyl formamide (DMF, 2.5 mL) was
added CHjsl (2.5 mL, 40 mmol). The reaction vessel was sealed,
and the contents were stirred at room temperature for 16 h.
The CHgsl was evaporated, and the resulting solution was
diluted with 25 mL of saturated NaHCO3; and allowed to stir
for 3 h. The product was filtered, washed with H,0, and then
slurried in CHCls. The insolubles were filtered, and the mother
liquors were evaporated to leave 480 mg of a mixture of 14—
16. Flash chromatography using a gradient (25% EtOAc in
hexane—100% EtOAc) gave 14 (130 mg, 23%), 15 (100 mg,
18%), and 16 (73 mg, 13%). Compound 14: mp 128—132 °C.
H NMR (CDClg): 6 1.69 (6H, s), 3.63 (3H, s), 6.99 (1H, t, J =
8 Hz), 7.15—7.22 (2H, m), 7.40 (2H, d, J = 8 Hz), 8.08 (1H, s),
8.85 (1H, s). CIMS: m/z 403, 405 (MH™). Anal. (C19H16CI.N4O)
C, H, N.

Further purification by flash chromatography (2% CH;OH
in CH,Cly) yielded 15; mp 284—286 °C. 'H NMR (CDCl3): 6
1.70 (6H, s), 3.58 (3H, s), 7.24 (1H, d, 3 = 8 Hz), 7.39 (1H, t,
J =8Hz), 7.55 (2H, d, J = 8 Hz), 7.83 (1H, d, J = 8 Hz), 8.43
(1H, s), 9.30 (1H, br). CIMS: m/z 403, 405 (MH™). Anal.
(C19H16C|2N402‘0.3H20) C, H, N.

Crystallization from EtOAc containing a little MeOH, by
slow evaporation, yielded pure 16; mp 261—-263 °C. *H NMR
(CD30OD + few drops of CDClg): 6 1.63 (6H, s), 3.01 (3H, s),
3.57 (8H, s), 7.27 (1H, d, J = 7 Hz), 7.38 (1H, t, J = 7 Hz),
7.46 (1H,d, 3 =7 Hz), 7.54 (2H, d, 3 =7 Hz). CIMS: m/z 417,
419 (MH+) Anal. (C20H130|2N402'0.4H20) C, H, N.

2-(2,6-Dichlorophenylamino)-6,6-dimethyl-7,8-dihydro-
1H,6H-imidazo[4,5-h]isoquinoline-9-one (18). To a solution
of 1 (90 mg, 0.23 mmol) in THF (5 mL) was added NaBH, (90
mg, 2.3 mmol) followed by water (4 drops). The reaction
mixture was stirred at ambient temperature for 1 h. Subse-
quently, 1 N HCI (5 mL) was added dropwise and the reaction
mixture was stirred an additional 15 min, neutralized with
NaHCOs;, and extracted with EtOAc. The extract was washed
with brine and evaporated yielding alcohol 17 (90 mg, 99%).
'H NMR (CD;OD): ¢ 1.31 (3H, s), 1.50 (3H, s), 4.72 (1H, s),
7.13 (1H,d, J=8Hz), 7.28 (1H,t, I =8 Hz), 7.40 (1H,d, J =
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8 Hz), 7.51 (2H, d, J = 8 Hz). This unstable intermediate was
used immediately. It was further characterized as the methyl
ether, which was prepared by dissolving 17 (20 mg, 0.05 mmol)
in MeOH/HCI and stirring for several hours. After it was
evaporated, the residue was partitioned between EtOAc/
aqueous NaHCOs. The organic phase was washed with brine,
dried, and evaporated to the methyl ether derivative (15.6 mg,
75%); mp 278—280 °C (dec). *H NMR (CDsOD): 4 1.30 (3H,
s), 1.50 (3H, s), 3.37 (3H, s), 4.29 (1H, s), 7.08 (1H,d, J =8
Hz), 7.28 (1H, t, J = 8 Hz), 7.37 (1H, d, J = 8 Hz), 7.51 (2H,
d, J = 8 Hz). ESMS: m/z 405, 407 (MH™"). Compound 17 (100
mg, 0.26 mmol) was dissolved in TFA (2 mL), and this solution
was added to a solution of sodium tristrifluoroacetoxyborohy-
dride (generated in-situ from 160 mg, 4.2 mmol of NaBH,, and
3 mL of TFA) at 0 °C. The reaction mixture was stirred at
ambient temperature for 4 h, the solvent was evaporated, the
residue was triturated with water, and the resultant mixture
was neutralized with NaHCO; and filtered yielding 18 (85 mg,
92%). This product was further purified by flash chromatog-
raphy using 4% MeOH/CH,CI, as eluant and recrystallized
from EtOAc; mp 287—290 °C. 'H NMR (CDClz): 6 1.41 (6H,
s), 3.38 (2H, d, 3 = 3 Hz), 6.22 (1H, s), 7.09 (1H, d, J = 8 Hz),
7.17 (AH,t, 3 =8 Hz), 7.44 (2H,d, J =8 Hz), 7.56 (1H,d, J =
8 Hz), 10.12 (1H, br). CIMS: 375, 377 (MH™"). Anal. (CigH16-
CI;N40-0.2H,0) C, H, N.
(2,6-Dichlorophenyl)-(6,6-dimethyl-6,7,8,9-tetrahydro-
3H-imidazo[4,5-h]isoquinolin-2-yl)amine (19). To a solu-
tion of 17 (180 mg, 0.46 mmol) in THF (15 mL) was added
NaBH, (180 mg, 4.6 mmol) followed by a solution of TFA (1
mL) in THF (5 mL). This was repeated 5x over a 48 h period
until the absence of 17 was indicated by thin-layer chroma-
tography (TLC). Subsequently, 1 N HCI (5 mL) was added
dropwise and the reaction mixture was stirred an additional
15 min, the organic solvents were evaporated, and the aqueous
residue was neutralized with NaHCO3; and extracted with
EtOAc. The extract was washed with brine and evaporated
yielding a mixture of 18 and 19. This mixture was purified by
flash chromatography using 4% MeOH/CH,CI, as eluant.
Compound 19 was further purified by high-performance liquid
chromatography (HPLC) using 70% CH3;CN—H.O with 1%
TFA as eluant. Compound 19 was isolated as a TFA salt (25
mg, 10%); mp > 300 °C (dec). *H NMR (CDsOD): ¢ 1.39 (3H,
s), 1.41 (3H, s), 2.77 (1H, d, J = 12 Hz), 3.15 (1H, d, J = 12
Hz), 3.84 (1H, d, J = 16 Hz), 4.38 (1H, d, J = 16 Hz), 7.35
(1H, d, 3 = 8 Hz), 7.47 (1H, d, J = 8 Hz), 7.56 (1H, t, J = 8
Hz), 7.69 (2H, d, J = 8 Hz). CIMS: m/z 361, 363 (M™"). Anal.
(C18H18CIN4+1.7TFA) C, H, N.
2-(2,6-Dichlorophenylamino)-6,7-dimethyl-1,8-dihydro-
imidazo[4,5-h]isoquinoline-9-one (20). Alcohol 17 (45 mg,
0.11 mmol) was suspended in concentrated H,SO,4 (1 mL), and
the resultant mixture was stirred at ambient temperature for
15 min. The solution was poured over ice, neutralized with
NaHCOg, and filtered. The filtrate was triturated with water
(10 mL) and centrifuged. The liquid was decanted, and the
residual solid was triturated with methanol and centrifuged.
The supernatant was decanted, and the residue was dried to
give 20 (35 mg, 84%); mp > 300 °C. *H NMR (DMSO-dg): o
2.20 (3H, s), 2.28 (3H, s), 7.29—-7.36 (2H, m), 7.57—7.61 (3H,
m), 8.46 (1H, s), 11.23 (1H, s), 11.43 (1H, s). ESMS: m/z 373,
375 (M*). Anal. (C1gH1,CI2N40-0.3H,0) C, H, N.
2-(2-Chlorophenylamino)-6,7-dimethyl-1,8-dihydro-im-
idazo[4,5-h]isoquinoline-9-one (39). Yield, 84%; mp > 300
°C.H NMR (DMSO-dg): 0 2.23 (3H, s), 2.29 (3H, s), 6.99 (1H,
dd, both J = 8 Hz), 7.40 (2H, m), 7.48 (1H, d, J = 8 Hz), 7.83
(1H, d, J = 8 Hz), 8.98 (1H, d, J = 8 Hz), 9.13 (1H, s), 11.26
(1H, s), 12.18 (1H, br). CIMS: m/z 339, 341 (M*). Anal. (CigH;s-
CIN4O-0.4H,0) C, H, N.
7-Acetamido-8-nitro-3,4-dihydro-2H-isoquinoline-1-
one (22). Compound 22 was prepared from 21% by the
sequence described for 7a. *H NMR (DMSO-de, 400 MHz): 6
2.04 (3H,s),3.32(2H, t,J =6 Hz),4.39 (2H, t,J =6 Hz), 7.61
(AH, d, 3 = 9 Hz), 7.84 (1H, d, J = 9 Hz), 8.03 (1H, s), 9.88
(1H, s).
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7-Acetamido-8-amino-3,4-dihydro-2H-isoquinoline-1-
one (23). A 1 L round bottom flask with mechanical stirrer
was charged with 22 (14.2 g, 57.0 mmol), iron powder (19.1 g,
342 mmol), 95% EtOH (250 mL), and concentrated HCI (1.0
mL). The mixture was stirred and heated to reflux under N,
for 3 h. The mixture was cooled to room temperature and was
passed through a pad of silica gel with MeOH wash (4x). The
filtrate was concentrated in vacuo. The residue was dissolved
in MeOH and passed through a pad of silica gel again, with
MeOH wash (4x). The filtrate was concentrated in vacuo to
obtain 23 as a yellow solid (11.0 g 88%). *H NMR (DMSO-dg):
0 2.05 (3H, s), 2.84 (2H, t, I = 3 Hz), 3.35 (2H, t, I = 3 Hz),
7.22 (1H, d, J = 9 Hz), 7.69 (1H, d, J = 9 Hz), 7.87 (1H, s),
8.03 (1H, s), 10.02 (1H, s).

2-(2,6-Dichlorophenylamino)-6,7-dihydro-1H,8H-imi-
dazo[4,5-h]isoquinoline-9-one (25). A mixture of 23 (219
mg, 1.0 mmol) and hydrazine hydrate (55%, 6 mL) was heated
at 90 °C with stirring overnight. The solvent was evaporated
to complete dryness under high vacuum. The resulting yellow
solid was used directly for the next step without purification.
To the residue was added DMF (7 mL) and 2,6-dichlorophenyl
isothiocyanate (204 mg, 1.0 mmol), and the mixture was stirred
for 60 h at room temperature. The mixture was diluted with
water (15 mL) and extracted with EtOAc (4x). The EtOAc
layers were combined, dried over Na,SO,, and concentrated
in vacuo. The residue was purified by flash chromatography
(silica gel, 0—15% MeOH/EtOAC) to afford the thiourea as a
white solid (61 mg, 16%). *H NMR (DMSO-dg): 6 2.79 (2H, t,
J=7.0Hz),3.29 (2H, t, J = 7.0 Hz), 6.46 (1H, d, J = 7.8 Hz),
6.55 (2H, brs), 7.12 2H,d, J = 7.2 Hz), 7.32 (2H, t, J = 8.1
Hz), 7.50 (2H, d, J = 8.1 Hz), 7.81(1H, s), 9.30 (2H, br s). A
suspension of the thiourea (20 mg, 0.0525 mmol) and dicyclo-
hexylcarbodiimide (12 mg, 0.0577 mmol) in THF (0.8 mL) was
heated at 64 °C for 20 h. The cooled mixture was purified by
flash chromatography (silica gel, 0—5% MeOH/EtOACc) to give
25 (12 mg, 67%) as a white solid. *H NMR (DMSO-dg, T =
116 °C): 6 2.91 (2H, m), 3.40 (2H, m), 6.87 (1H, d, J = 7.7 Hz),
7.23 (1H, d, J = 7.7 Hz), 7.29 (1H, t, J = 7.9 Hz), 7.55 (2H, d,
J = 8.0 Hz), 7.90 (1H, s), 8.55 (1H, brs), 10.95 (1H, brs). 3C
NMR (DMSO-ds, 100 MHz, T = 116 °C): ¢ 182.1, 165.6, 151.8,
132.7,132.2,130.6, 128.7, 127.5,119.1, 118.1, 111.0, 40.0, 27.3.
ESMS: m/z 347, 349 (MH+) Anal. (C16H12C|2N40‘0.2H20) C,
H, N.

Molecular Modeling. The docking experiments were
performed using the Autodock package version 2.0,%82° using
coordinates from the published X-ray crystal structure of hck.?
The steric grid representing the protein was computed using
the default Autodock force field; 6—12 Lennard—Jones param-
eters for chlorine were added using the standard Amber force
field.?° The electrostatic Autodock grid was computed using
charmM extended atom force field charges.®® The grid was
defined as a 30 A x 30 A x 30 A box centered in the center of
mass of the ligand molecule from the quercetin/hck or ADPNP/
hck X-ray crystal structure. The geometry of the inhibitors
were optimized with an ab initio method using a 6-31G* basis
set.3” The electrostatic ESP charges were then computed using
the CHELPG option in Gaussian943! using a 6-31G** basis
set. Fifty Autodock runs of 100 000 Monte Carlo steps were
performed, and the top 50 orientations were selected for
further analysis. Molecular dynamics simulations of the
protein/inhibitor complex were performed using the charmM
program from Acclerys Inc.®® The all-atoms force field was used
in the simulations with the explicit TIP3P water molecule
model.3 Solvent effect was represented using a 25 A water
sphere (cup model). The center of the sphere was located at
the center of mass of the inhibitor. All of the atoms within 13
A of the inhibitor were free to move during the simulation.
The rest of the atoms in the protein were tethered using a
force constant of 1 kcal mol~* A=3. The water molecules located
further than 13 A were maintained within the water sphere
using the DROP charmM command with default values. The
nonbonding van der Waals interactions were computed using
a switch cutoff function from 9 to 11 A and a complete cutoff
from 11 A. The nonbonding electrostatic energy was computed
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using a dielectric constant of 1. A shift cutoff function from 9
to 11 A and a complete cutoff from 11 A were used. All MD
simulations were carried out with charmM at 298 K using a
time step of 0.001 ps. Heating of the system was done at a
rate of 1 K every 10 MD steps. Equilibration was performed
over 30 000 MD steps (30 ps). MD production was carried out
for 600 ps. Energy minimization was performed using charmM
with the ABNR minimizer and convergence criterion of 0.001.

Tyrosine Kinase Inhibition Assay. Inhibition of Ick
activity was measured using recombinant human Ick Kinase
domain, expressed as a GST fusion in insect cells. The enzyme
dose employed for Ick (1—2 ng/well) as well as for all kinases
tested was selected based on the ability to achieve a linear
response for the entire reaction period. Buffer: 50 mM HEPES,
pH 7.5, 50 mM KCl, 25 mM MgCl,, 5 mM MnCl,, 100 uM Nas-
VO, 0.01% CHAPS, 1 mM DTT, and 50 ug/mL BSA, ATP stock
at 100 mM (Pharmacia), y**P-ATP 2000 Ci/mmol stock (Perkin-
Elmer), diluted to a final concentration of 1 «M and 20 Ci/
mmol. The apparent K, for ATP was 4 uM. Poly (L-glutamic
acid-L-tyrosine, 4:1) (Fluka) utilized at 4.6 uM final concentra-
tion, equal to its apparent Ky,,. Test compound stock solutions
were dissolved at 5 mg/mL in 100% DMSO. The final com-
pound concentration for 1Cso determinations ranged from 200
to 1 ug/mL. The reaction was carried out in 96 well polypro-
pylene U-bottom plates (Costar Cat no. 3794). Reactions were
initiated by adding enzyme, incubated at 30 °C for 60 min,
and stopped with 150 uL of 10% TCA/5% sodium pyrophos-
phate. The mixture was transferred to a MultiScreen-HA
mixed cellulose ester membrane plate (Millipore Cat no.
MHABNA45), harvested by filtration, scintillation cocktail
added, and radioactivity measured on a Packard Topcount
instrument.

Calcium Release in Jurkat Cells. Jurkat cells were
pelleted, washed 2 times with RPM11640, 10 mM HEPES, 10%
fetal bovine serum (FBS), and then resuspended at 2 x 107
cells/mL. The cells were loaded with Fluo-3 solution at a final
concentration of 2 uM and then washed with Hanks’' Balanced
Salt Solution (HBSS), containing 1 mM CacCl;, 1 mM MgCl,,
10 mM HEPES, 2 mM probenecid, 1% FBS, pH 7.4 (diluent).
Finally, cells were suspended at 2 x 107 cells/mL and 2 mL of
loaded cell suspension were mixed with 18 mL of diluent. A
150 L amount of this mixture was then added to each well of
a 96 well Black Packard viewplate for a final cell number of 3
x 10%mL. A 50 uL amount of diluted compound was added to
the cells and incubated at room temperature for 15 min.
Subsequently, 50 xL of anti-CD3, clone X35 (Immunotech), was
added to the cell plate for a final concentration of 0.25 ug/mL
and fluorescence intensity was monitored for an additional 13
min.

Inhibition of IL-2 Production. Ninety-six well flat bottom
plates were coated with anti-CD3, clone UCHT1 (Immuno-
tech), at 4 ug/mL in phosphate-buffered saline (PBS), 100 uL/
well. The plate was then incubated at 37 °C for 2 h or overnight
at 4 °C. Jurkat cells were pelleted and counted. The cells were
resuspended at 2.5 x 10° cells/mL in RPMI11640, 10% FBS
(complete media). Test compounds were diluted from a 5 mg/
mL DMSO stock directly into complete media and then added
to 100 uL of cell suspension in triplicate, and this plate was
preincubated at 37 °C for 30 min. The 96 well plate containing
anti-CD3 was aspirated, and the cells and compound were
transferred to this plate. A 100 uL amount of PMA (phorbol
12-myristate 13-acetate) at 20 ng/mL was added for a final
concentration of 10 ng/mL, and the plate was incubated
overnight at 37 °C. The plate was then centrifuged at 1500
rpm for 5 min at room temperature, and the supernatants were
removed and tested for IL-2 production using an enzyme-
linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) (R&D Systems, Min-
neapolis, MN).

In Vivo Anti-CD3 Assay. Female BALB/c mice (Charles
River, The Jackson Laboratories) were used for anti-CD3
studies. Animals were numbered by tail tattoo and were 6—8
weeks old at the initiation of experiments.

Induction of IL-2 in vivo by anti-CD3: 1 ug of anti-CD3
(monoclonal hamster antimouse 145-2C11, lot M03283) in 200
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uL of PBS was injected intraperitoneally (ip) into experimental
mice to stimulate the polyclonal activation of T cells. Upon
activation, these T cells produce IL-2, which was detected in
the plasma.

Measurement of plasma cytokine levels: 3 h after anti-CD3
injection, each mouse was anesthetized with isoflurane, and
approximately 0.5 mL of whole blood was collected in hep-
arinized tubes following cardiac puncture. Plasma IL-2 levels
were determined by ELISA (R&D Systems) of 1:10 dilutions
of samples. Levels were quantitated by linear regression
analysis of samples in comparison to a recombinant cytokine
IL-2 curve, and plasma levels in vehicle-treated groups were
1900—-2800 pg/mL in each experiment.

Treatment groups: All doses of compounds and controls are
represented as milligrams of compound per kilogram of body
mass and were administered ip in 100 uL vehicle. Compound
was administered to mice (n = 8 per group) 1 h prior to anti-
CD3 injection. Control mice received either 100 uL vehicle
alone (negative control) or 30 mg/kg cyclosporin A (positive
control). Data are presented as mean + SEM.
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